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VALUE OF CAMPANIA.

territory as far as Misenum promontory, and moved towards
Neapolis. Fabius, the consul, hearing that Hannibal was in
Campania, joined his army near Gales, to observe Casilinum
and Capua, and ordered Gracchus from Luceria to Beneven-
tum, to be replaced by the army of the praetor Fabius.

Neapolis and Ticinity.

About this time Hannibal received a deputation from some
0f the young nobles of Tarentum, offering to open the gates of
this town if he would come to that region. The offer was
tempting to the last degree, as Tarentum would furnish him
with a harbor of great value, either looking towards Car-
thage or Macedonia, and he determined to take advantage of
the proposal so soon as he could absent himself from Cam-
pania.

It was of the highest importance to Hannibal to make for
himself a solid base in Campania, where not only was Ms
most important ally, Capua, but which lay singularly well for
his purposes, with both the Via Appia and Via Latina lead-
ing direct to Eome. But Capua and Mt. Tifata alone could
not enable him to operate against Eome, when, as he stillarthage to be able to communicate with her, as well
